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Project aims 
1. Tracing Scandinavian immigrant 

radicalism from 1880s to the 1920s. 
From loose networks of immigrant 
radicals to organized political parties.

2. Examining the development of the 
Scandinavian-American socialist 
organizations. What led to their 
organizations rise and subsequent fall? 
Ethnic dimensions? 

The delegates of the first Scandinavian Socialist 
Federation-Congress in 1910 (Svenska Socialisten, 
July 2, 1920).



Periodization
1. Ca. 1880-1900: Loose networks, 

growth of the trade-unionist and 
socialist movement in the US.

2. Ca. 1900-1912: The peak of the US 
Socialist movement and their 
Scandinavian-American 
organizations.

3. Ca. 1912-1920: Decline of the 
socialist movement and 
disappearance of the Scandinavian-
American organizations.

SPA 1904 Presidental election 
candidates



Scandinavian Socialist Federation (SSF) - Socialist Party of America 1910-1919 by 
Love Karlsson, University of Washington 2023.



1916 presidental campaign: Scandinavian Socialist Federation members in Bellingham, Washington 
with their «Red car», to campaign for SSF-member and SPA-candidate Allan Benson, Whatcom 
County. (Svenska Socialisten, October 5, 1916) 



Svenska Socialisten, 1st of May 1912, Minnesota Historical 
Society. (SPA-organ)

Gaa Paa!, 1st of August 1917. (Independent Newspaper) 



The state of research (or lack thereof…)

• Scattered literature. 
• Intersecting fields? (Ethnic studies, labour 

history, transnational history etc.) 
• Primary sources



The road ahead
• Presenting my project at RENEW in 
Reykjavik. 
• Visiting various archives around the
US Midwest (WHS, MHS, NAHA etc.) 
• And of course… finishing the project



Thank You!
Mikael Lyngaas
PhD Candidate
Department of Archaeology, Conservation and 
History, University of Oslo
Email: Mikael.lyngaas@iakh.uio.no 
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